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One of the most challenging callings in the life of a Christian is the 

calling of Jesus to practice forgiveness. As Catholic Christians, forgiveness is 

something that our Lord calls us to engage in quite regularly. We all are in 

constant need of dealing with forgiveness: either by granting it to another, or 

to ourselves ask for and receive forgiveness for our own faults, failures, and 

sins.  

In today’s Gospel, we hear Peter ask Jesus how many times it is required 

to forgive another. Now, in a practical sense, it is important to remember that 

in last week’s Gospel, which precedes this week’s, the Apostles were given the 

authority to forgive sins. We can try and understand this question of Peter as 

trying to find out more about the details of the job: What are the requirements? 

Can someone be forgiven for this or that? How often can they be forgiven? 

Furthermore, Peter goes on to make the practical suggestion of granting 

forgiveness up to seven times, a clear, concrete number. Biblically speaking, 

seven times seems like a good candidate since the number signifies 

completeness, wholeness, or perfection. 

But this suggestion does not do for Jesus! It is not radical enough! So 

Jesus responds to Peter, in an astounding way, “not seven but seventy-seven 
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times.” For Jesus, the face of mercy and forgiveness Himself, forgiveness is 

infinite. It is unlimited. There can be no limitations, no barriers, nothing that 

should stop forgiveness, it is to be infinitely granted and can be infinitely 

received. For Jesus, a set number would put on limitations to forgiveness. The 

point is not to get lost in the specific numbers, but to realize, as one 

commentary notes, “there can be no limits to the willingness to forgive.” 

(Sacra Pagina 269). So we know that Jesus is telling Peter that there is nothing 

that cannot be forgiven and met with the mercy of God!  

So why does Jesus say seventy-seven times? What does seventy-seven 

actually mean for us? Certainly, Jesus does not mean for us to keep track of 

each and every time we forgive or are forgiven up to seventy-seven and then 

think that this has been enough and we must no longer forgive or ask 

forgiveness.  No! The statement of Jesus means to go to the depths of our 

hearts to forgive and to constantly ask for forgiveness when we have done 

wrong.  To learn to forgive infinitely just like God can and does.  

So what does this radical call to forgiveness look like? There is a song 

called Forgiveness by Matthew West that I very much enjoy. Now the lyrics of 

the chorus are as follows: 

“Show me how to love the unlovable 
Show me how to reach the unreachable 
Help me now to do the impossible Forgiveness” 

 



Now those who listen to Matthew West know that his songs are often 

written about real stories that people tell him. The story of this song was 

described by Matthew West as follows:  

 
“The song is about Renee, who lost her daughter Megan in a car accident at the 
hands of a drunk driver, a 24-year-old named Eric who was by all accounts a 
great young man, but made a tragic mistake. Renee's been on a journey of 
hatred, and bitterness, and she's learned how to forgive the young man who 
took her beloved daughter's life . . . In a miraculous way, after Megan's death in 
2001, Renee began giving presentations, and in time, God put it on her heart to 
forgive this man and reach out to him in prison. She learned that until she was 
set free of the anger and bitterness she held towards Eric, she was going to be 
the prisoner even though he was the one behind bars.  
As a result, Eric found his own personal faith in Christ and they developed a 
unique friendship to the point where she feels like she gained a son, and she 
even went to the courts to cut Eric's sentence in half. He made a terrible 
mistake taking the life of two young girls, and yet he's been forgiven. Renee 
told him that she serves a God who commands her to forgive and she needed to 
be set free as much for herself as for him.” 
https://www.newreleasetoday.com/article.php?article_id=957 
 
In another video, the young man, Eric said, “I can’t even forgive myself and 
she forgave me” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wz3tkHv5sbg). 

 

When I first heard this story a number of years ago, I was very moved by 

how the woman found the strength to forgive the man who recklessly caused 

the death of her daughter. I think about the challenge that it can be to forgive 

even small and, often, insignificant things. How easy it is to hold on to anger, 

envy, and rage. This, of course, makes one think about the great grace it 

requires to go the length of forgiveness that Renee went to in forgiving Eric.  
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It is the grace and strength that can only be given from God. When one 

goes to this length to forgive someone for some terribly awful sin or tragedy, it 

models what Jesus Christ has done for us by His crucifxion and reconcilation of 

God and humanity. You and I are all undeserving of the forgiveness that is 

offered us by God. God is so beyond us, infinitely greater, and unimaginably 

holier, and yet, He chose to take on flesh and die nailed to a cross to forgive us 

of our sins. This really is the proof of the great love God has for his creation, for 

humanity. This is the proof that God wants to be in a relationship with YOU and 

with ME.  

I think it is also imporatnt ro remember that forgiveness is needed each 

and every day.  In Jesus’ parable, we have the first servant, who owed a great 

debt to the master. By way of analogy, we can view him as the one who was 

forgiven for a great sin. But we also have the secon servant who owed a small 

debt to the servant who had just been forgiven. I would propose that this 

servant might represent the smaller, every day sins and faults that must be 

forgiven: the word said in anger, being an uninvolved friend, talking back to 

our parents, impatience with someone asking for our time. Each of these 

things, while smaller than the example from Eric, needs forgiveness too.  

These smaller sins and smaller faults are very important to forgive and 

ask forgiveness for because they still attack communion and relationship with 

one another. They can also be quite difficult to forgive. It is difficult to be the 



first one to apologize and admit we were wrong. It is difficult not to rub it in 

when someone else admits they were wrong and apologizes to us. Yet, when we 

do reach out and forgive, or seek forgiveness, we know that great things can 

also happen. Friendships can be restored, guilty consciences set free, anger is 

let go.  

So today I would like to challenge all of us to examen our lives, our 

consciences, our hearts, and to ask the Holy Spirit to reveal where it is that 

forgiveness needs to play a role in our lives. “Is there someone we have not 

forgiven?” “Have I gone to the sacrament of confession to be forgiven?” “Is 

there someone I must apologize to?” Let us reflect on these questions and set 

out to forgive and be forgiven so that the world might become a little more 

merciful, healed, and filled with the love that comes from reconciliation with 

God and with each other. Let us forgive one another, because God, despite our 

unworthiness, has forgiven us!  

 

 


